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CHAIRMAN’S NEWSLETTER – 19 MAY 2020

Hello everyone

It is terrific that the club is now allowed to be open again – albeit in a ways that has its own limitations. And the facilities are looking terrific. 

Just to remind you all, members may play singles as long as they maintain social distancing but playing doubles is permitted ONLY if all the players are part of the same household. With the exception of non-member parents playing with their own Colts children, all players on court must be paid up members of the Club.

Everyone needs to book their courts online via ClubSpark – it is not acceptable to turn up without a booking as we need to limit the numbers of people around the courts at any one time. And please cancel any courts you book that are no longer required.

You should drive to the club and park in the car park. We would recommend that you do not use the side pedestrian gate as that increases the risk of passing on the virus via keypads. The main club gates will usually remain closed at all times so YOU WILL NEED YOUR ACCESS FOB. Please arrive only JUST before your time begins and leave promptly when your time is up. Please do not wait for the next players to turn up - that undermines social distancing.

Adult Summer League matches

In my Coronavirus update on Saturday 2 May I advised that all competitions have been suspended by the LTA and Kent Tennis until 28 June 2020. In that note I also mentioned that we were waiting for the North Kent Lawn Tennis Association to make a decision on the adult summer league – that is the one which our men’s, ladies and veterans teams enter. I can now advise that the NKLTA has cancelled their competition for the summer season so we must start looking forward to the winter season and planning for that. 

The National League competition that our Colts & Juniors enter had already been cancelled a few days earlier. 

 Wimbledon tickets

As you all know, the Wimbledon Championships have been cancelled for 2020. That was a decision made by the All England Lawn Tennis Club a few weeks ago.  I shall certainly miss my fortnight of wall-to-wall tennis this year. Anyone who applied for tickets in the public ballot and was successful should have paid for their tickets already.  The AELTC has said it will refund that money and those people will be offered the chance to purchase tickets for the same day and court for The Championships 2021. That is being handled by the AELTC itself.

As a consequence of the 2020 Championships being cancelled we did not hold our usual club ballot for access to Wimbledon tickets.  Those tickets come to our club via the Lawn Tennis Association. The LTA rules required us to cancel the ballot and we will start afresh in 2021. That means everyone will need to opt-in to the ballot when asked to do so in the autumn of this year and we will hold our customary ballot in late March or early April 2021. 

As a club we do occasionally access other routes to tickets – largely as a result of my other roles within Kent Tennis and the LTA.  Those whom I was planning to reward for their loyal service as club volunteers this year will not lose out – they will be at the front of the queue in 2021.

Facilities – what is happening and what are our thoughts for the future?

Firstly, the committee representative who oversees our facilities is John Drabwell. You can read more about him later in this newsletter. 

Ensuring our facilities remain in great condition, looking after all the maintenance and dealing with the numerous small issues that arise is a very time-consuming task.  I know from personal experience that the list of jobs, niggles and gripes never ends. John gets lots of help, support and guidance from one man in particular – Chris Gurr.  Indeed Chris does a VAST amount of the carpentry and other jobs himself, all entirely voluntarily.  His sheds are legendary – they must be like a tardis because every item we need Chris seems to be able to find in one of his sheds.  Without the tireless hours Chris puts in our club would be far less well-maintained than it is.  We owe him a huge debt of gratitude as a club. 

Each year we have traditionally held a ClubForce working weekend in April. Chris Gurr and I have organised that in recent years, and we usually manage to get between 50 and 70 tasks completed over the course of a few days.  Members help by taking on tasks where they have particular skills. Others give up some time to help with all the routine maintenance around the club – whether that is installing new nets, replacing tiles on the pavilion roof, replacing broken floodlight bulbs or trimming brambles along the railway line – all the large and smaller jobs that keep the club facilities at the high standard we all enjoy. Until the current restrictions are eased significantly we cannot do that in 2020, but there will hopefully come a time later in 2020 when we can once more ask for your help.  It has always been a great way to meet other members, there is usually a great atmosphere, children can assist and the whole family can give something back to the club.  

HUT - Chris and John have overseen the recent extension and refurbishment of the little hut by the railway line.  We believe it has stood there continuously since around 1960.  It is still structurally sound but the outside cladding and roof were showing signs of age.  So the club has invested about £10,000 in repairing and upgrading it, ensuring it continues to provide a watertight home for all the electrical installations for the floodlights, storage for Jake and club members alike, and an increasing amount of space for the additional notice boards and kit the club needs these days.

MULTI-USE AREA – we will shortly install new net posts so a permanent net can be added, making this a better court for yellow-ball play. We are ensuring the net holes have covers that ensure the safety of the netball players who use the MUGA on Wednesday evenings, and for the mini red children who make up the bulk of the usage of this space.  

We are separately awaiting planning permission so we can install proper floodlighting on this court.  What is there now is a makeshift arrangement which doesn’t provide adequately for tennis or netball. As yet we have no date for the project to complete. The approximate cost of this will be in the order of £17,000 at least.

GENERAL MAINTENANCE – we continue to do all the routine maintenance tasks that are invisible to most people.  The toilet macerator will get its annual service in the next month or so. All the courts have just been treated to kill moss and algae, and the hard courts were jet washed to remove the hidden debris that allows moss, in particular, to become established. This has proven to be an effective regime for ensuring the longevity of our courts.  And despite one of the wettest winters on record we have avoided the moss problems we used to encounter so frequently in the past.

FUTURE – whilst the current uncertainty makes it hard to think clearly about the future, the Committee has been considering how we might continue to move the club forward. No decisions have been made but we are considering some things for the foreseeable future:
A – whether to replace the 2 hard courts with a carpet surface. The main reason for this is that adults typically prefer to play on the carpet and at peak times the club needs more court capacity of the type players want to use; 
B – the use of LED floodlights instead of the current conventional type. We could potentially look at doing this at the same time as court surfaces are replaced, particularly on the 4 carpet courts where we might want to replace the tall floodlight stems too, and locate them at the corners of courts rather than in the middle of the baselines. 

Just a word of caution to manage expectations - at present we do not have sufficient funds to carry out all the things we have ambitions for!
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As well as being a member of the Committee, Judith is Membership Secretary of the Club.
Judith grew up in Beckenham and went to school in Dulwich, where she first started playing tennis.   She and her husband Chris were introduced to the Club by old friends who were already members and they have now been members themselves for around 20 years, having only previously played social tennis since school.   They have been married for 40 years and have two “children”, Rachel and Ben, both in their 30’s.
 
Judith joined the Committee soon after she first came to the Club.   Her career background was in admin, latterly as a medical secretary in a GP practice (she is now retired), and since joining the Club, she has worn a few different hats including Secretary, Ballot Administrator, LTA Club Contact and now primarily Membership Secretary, a role she took on about 10 years ago.   As well as dealing with the adult memberships, she works closely with Charlotte Johnson at RAW Tennis to ensure that all the youngsters in the coaching programme are also Colts or Junior members of the Club.
 
In 2015 Judith was awarded the title of Kent LTA Volunteer of the Year, largely because of her tendency to deal with queries and answer emails from whichever part of the world she happens to be in at the time.   She is also very proud of her status as an Honorary Old Wilsonian, which was presented to her at the OWA AGM in 2016.
 
When she is not involved with Club work, which Chris would point out is not very often, Judith enjoys the opportunity to actually play some tennis, as well as travelling, walking, reading and eating out with friends.



JOHN DRABWELL 
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John has been a member of the Tennis Club for over 40 years and is one of the few members who attended Wilsons’ Grammar School. He can, therefore, rightly be called “an old boy”. He is a Vice President of the Old Wilsonians’ Association and been a member of the bar team for over 10 years.

He has been a Tennis Club committee member for a number of years and through no fault of his own has recently been nominated “Facilities Manager”.  Whilst his prowess on the tennis court is not to be envied, he has always played an active part in the social events of the club especially the “Quiz Nights” which he first got involved in some 30 years ago. His one claim to fame is that he partnered Nigel Jordan in his first game of tennis played at the club when Nigel attended an open day many years ago. A burden John has carried quietly ever since.

Although being a sufferer of arthritis for many years and undergoing several surgical procedures, including a recent total hip revision in February, he has always enjoyed his tennis and the excellent fun and camaraderie amongst the clubs’ members. He is very pleased that both the playing strength of the club, as well as the social side, are continuing to go from strength to strength.

John has been married to Lyn for over thirty years and they have two children. Their son Jack, who is 26 years old and known to a few “social” members, currently lives in Taiwan where he teaches English to young children. Their daughter Emeline of 23 years has more recently left university and will be taking up a position on HSBC’s graduate training scheme. Lyn is known to many club members through her help and assistance with social events including Quiz nights and Wine tastings.

Professionally, John worked in banking and finance for over 25 years before being made redundant in 1993. After swanning around for a couple of years he then ran his own film and photographic business, more latterly in Hayes, before retiring some 15 years ago to look after his family whilst Lyn tirelessly carried on working and being the bread winner!
 
As well as tennis and a beer afterwards, his other hobbies are railways, Lego and gardening.
--- o ---

For now, enjoy the sunshine and our new-found freedom to play tennis again.  Please keep safe and avoid getting or spreading the infection if you can. 

More next time – let me know of anything you’d like me to cover. In the meantime  please watch out for further information from the LTA in emails from Judith, and on our website https://www.oldwilsonians.com/tennis

 
NIGEL JORDAN
CHAIRMAN 
OWLTC
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